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Washington DC

LABOR DAY 1993. This'coming Monday, Labor Day, we celebrate an American tradition that

goes back more than a century. It is both a day of leisure and an observance in recognition of
American workers, who have played a major role in the emergence of our country. The first
Labor Day observance in New York City in 1882, led by labor leader Peter 1. McGuire, led to
the establishment of Labor Day in many states and the passage of legislation in 1894, signed by
President Grover Cleveland, establishing the first Monday of September as a legal holiday in
honor of labor throughout the country.
"The history of the United States is in vital respects the history oflabor," President John
F. Kennedy proclaimed on Labor Day 1963. "Free men and women, working for a better life for
themselves and their children, settled a continent, built a society, and created and diffused an
abundance hitherto unknown to history...In commemorating the role of labor, we honor the most
essential traditions in American life."
We celebrate the day in many different ways: workers' parades from Boston to Detroit,
a shrimp festival in Morgan City, Louisiana, annual Paul Bunyan Days in the tiny lumber town
of St. Maries, Idaho, annual crab races in Crisfield, Maryland, and the many ceremonies and
gatherings of South Texas that honor workers. But mostly we observe it through leisure. Today
it is particularly important to remember the American worker, for miiiions of Americans remain
victims of changes they cannot control. The 103d Congress has been and continues to consider
a number of legislative issues affecting private sector workers, including Targeted Jobs Credit,
Federal Enterprise Zones, the Job Stimulus package, Youth Apprenticeships and adjustment
assistance for the dislocated workers affected 1:>y Defense cutbacks. And Congress' legislative role
will include consulting with President Clinton on labor issues related to the North American Free
Trade Agreement, including passing legislation implementing any supplemental agreements on
labor and provisions offering protection for workers.
This coming weekend, whether you attend an official ceremony or relax with your family
in the backyard, it is a special time to reflect on all we have achieved individually and as a
nation, and a time to think about future goals. May Labor Day 1993 be a happy one for you and
yours.
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HIDDEN HAZARD IN THE HOME. Children are naturally curious and easily attracted to
water, but that can be a dangerous attraction for young, unattended children, even in the most
seemingly safe circumstances. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission recently sent me
a warning and a shocking fact: Annually, the CPSC estimates that about 50 infants and toddlers
drown in buckets containing liquid used for mopping floors and other household chores. Between
1984 and 1992, over 200 young children were reported to have drowned in buckets and 21 others
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were hospitalized. Most were between 8 and 14 months old, and most involved 5-gallon size
buckets, which presents the greatest hazard to young children because its tall, straight sides and
weight, even with just a small amount of liquid.
It makes it nearly impossible for top-heavy infants and toddlers to free themselves when
they fall into the bucket head first. A child can drown in a small amount of water.
"At the crawling and pulling up stages while learning to walk, children can quickly get
into trouble," the CPSC Alert stated. "CPSC believes that bucket drownings happen when children
are left momentarily unattended, crawl to a bucket, pull themselves up, and lean forward to reach
for an object or play in the water."
Parents and caregivers are warned not to leave a bucket containing even a small amount
of liquid unattended where a young child may gain access to it, for a child can drown in the time
it takes to answer a telephone.
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HOME FIRE SAFETY. More than 4,000 deaths result from household fires each year, and
recognizing how they start is the first step in protecting yourself and your family. The U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission has two new publications that can help you, Your Home
Fire Safety Checklist and the Guide to Home Wiring Hazards.
Household fires can start in numerous ways, and with Your Home Fire Safety Checklist
you'll be able to recognize the most common hazards. For example, flammable liquids including
gasoline, kerosene and paint thinner can be extremely dangerous and should never be stored near
sources of heat, especially furnaces, water heaters, or other gas appliances. Use plastic or metal
storage containers, not breakable glass, and keep the lids tightly closed to prevent flammable
vapors from escaping. In the event of fire, smoke detectors can save your life. For maximum
protection, place a smoke alarm on every floor and outside each bedroom. Test each detector at
least once a month and replace the batteries annually.
The Guide to Home Wiring Hazards points out potential threats of fire and shock from
electrical sources. For instance, your home's electrical system is designed to safely carry a
specific load of electricity. but if that total is surpassed, fuses or circuit breakers will open and
shut. Don't try to increase the maximum load by replacing bumt out fuses with ones allowing
a higher current level. And never place anything other th.an a fuse in a fuse holder.
If you fmd that you're frequently replacing fuses or resetting circuit breakers, check the
main electrical box to see what section of the house they serve. You can reduce the amount of
electricity used in those areas by unplugging a few appliances or moving them to another room.
To order a copy of either book, send 50 cents for each to R. Woods, Consumer Information
Center, Pueblo, Colorado 81009.
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